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President’s Column

There’s coolness to the morning air, fall
migration is winding down, and the holidays
are close at hand. This is the traditional time
to reflect on the past year and give thanks for
our blessings. Besides the obvious thanks
given for health, family, and friends, | am also
thankful that | chose birding as my hobby a
few years ago.

At first 1 didn't appreciate birding’'s special
attributes. Birding is a lifetime challenge. You
can never learn all there is to know about the
avian world. In fact the more | learn the more
questions | have. How great it is to have so
much more to learn. No boredom here! Of
course you must spend endless hours in the
field stalking and observing. Not at all a bad
way to spend your leisure time. You are
presented with countless possibilities for
exotic travel. My mailbox is overflowing with
offers of birding tours to every conceivable
part of the globe. | can dream about or even
go on one of these adventures during the
winter lulls. On the other hand you can also
bird in your own backyard. Some friends even
bird their office complexes at lunch. That's a
real stress reducer. | am seldom without my
bins, birds happen!

So many hobbies require a lot of expensive
equipment -- not birding. A decent pair of

Continued on Page 7 — Column

UPCOMING EVENTS

||Nov. 17, Tuesday. Program: Bird Identification
Workshop. Jim Cox, local bird expert and bird ID
Instructor, will present and discuss bird identification
techniques for birds of North Florida. This program is
to prepare us for the Christmas Bird Count and the
Bird-a-Thon, or to improve our enjoyment of bird
watching. Meet at the Unitarian-Universalist Church,
2810 North Meridian Road at 7:00 for a social hour.
Program begins at 7:30 pm.

Nov. 21, Saturday. St. Marks NWR: First Winter
Duck Tour. Well-known birder, Don Morrow, will lead
tours around pools. Tours leave at @ am and 1 pm
and last 3 hours. Bring binoculars. For reservations —
925-6121.

Dec. 5, Saturday. Trip: St. Marks National Wildlife
Refuge. Jim Cox will lead the field trip to the refuge.
This will be an excellent time to observe winter
waterfowl. Meet at the bank at 8:00 am. We will
ri return around noon.

Jan 26, Tuesday. Program: Florida Burrowing Owl
Project. Pam Bowen, graduate student at the
University of Central Florida and long time volunteer
with Florida Audubon’s Center for Birds of Prey will
present a program on the Florida Burrowing Owl
Project. Meet at the Unitarian-Universalist Church,
2810 North Meridian Road at 7:00 for a social hour.
Program begins at 7:30 pm.
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Continued on Page 8 — Calendar
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Apalachee Audubon Mission Statement |

Protection of the environment through
education, appreciation, and conservation.
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The Apalachee Audubon Newsletter is published 8 lime
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Tallahassee, Florida 32302-1237.

BIRDING ETHICS

As we enjoy our sport of birding by solitary walks in
the woods, or by participating in organized events.-
such as Christmas Bird Counts or a leisurely stro..
with a few friends, it is appropriate that we reflect on
proper conduct. The American Birding Association,
which was founded and has been led by some of the
great names in the sport and has more than 20,000
members, has developed a Code of Birding Ethics.
The Code is reprinted below to give us all an
opportunity to reflect on our conduct as we engage in
our birding activities.

American Birding Association
Principles of Birding Ethics

Everyone who enjoys birds and birding must always respect
wildlife, its environment, and the rights of others. !n any conflict
of interest between birds and birders, the welfare of the birds and
their environment comes first.

Code of Birding Ethics

1. Prcmote the welfare of birds and their
environment.

i1(a) Support the proiection of imporiant bird habitat.

1(b) To avoid stressing birds or exposing them io danger,
exercise restraint and caution during observation,
photography, sound recording, or filming.

Limit the use of recordings and other methods of
attracting birds, and never use such methods in heavily
birded areas or for attracling any species that is
Threatened, Endangered, or of Special Concern, or is
rare in your local area.

Keep well back from nests and nesting colonies, roosts,
display areas, and important feeding sites. In such
sensitive areas, if there is a need for extended
observation, photography, filming, or recording, try to use
a blind or hide, and take advantage of natural cover.

Use artificial light sparingly for filming or photography.
especially for close-ups.

Confinued on page 4 — Code

The Apalachee Audubon Chapter wants to recognize and thank Buckeye Florida for its generous
contribution in support of publishing this Newsletter.
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BIRD WALKS

Since our last issue, two bird walks have taken place. The walk
“rough San Luis Park by 30 birders was highlighted by the
participation of many people that have not been birding in the past. It
is convenient to have a park that acts as a sink for migratory birds.
There are also numerous resident birds that make the park their home.
If you have not taken the opportunity to visit San Luis Park, you should
do so. Also join our next bird walk to learn about other good birding
spots.

The walk through the North Florida Flatwoods did not result in many
bird sightings, but the group of 28, learned a great deal about the
habitat along the Ochlocknee River, on ancient sand dunes, and in the
Long-leaf Pine -- Wire Grass ecosystems of our area. We learned a
great deal about how soil types, drainage, species diversity, and man’s intervention affects the
vegetative species of an area, and the creatures that make such areas their home.

For nearly 100 years, the annual Christmas Bird Counts have been taking place. The Counts are
not only an opportunity to engage in a fun birding experience, but the results of the event are used
for scientific research. The research provides knowledge about trends in bird populations, both in
terms of numbers and ranges. If you have not participated in a CBC in the past, contact a team
leader and volunteer for a count this year. The CBC's listed are those in the Big Bend Area. If you
are spending the holidays elsewhere, contact the local Audubon Chapter in that area to find out
about local counts.

The following is the bird walk schedule:

Date Time Meeting Place Trip Area to Bird
____________________________________________________________________________________________ Leader
: November : 8:00 . First Union bank across fromthe  : Jim & Ellen  : Alligator Point

: 22, Sunday i am : fairgrounds on S. Monroe St. . Shelton
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CODE - CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

1(c)

1(d)

2(a)

2(b)

2(c)

3.

3(b)

3(c)

4(a)

4(b)

4(c)

4(d)

4(e)

4(f)

4(Q)

Before advertising the presence of a rare bird, evaluate the potential for disturbance to the bird, its surroundings,
and other people in the areas, and proceed only if access can be controlled, disturbance can be minimized, aps
permission has been obtained from private land-owners. The sites of rare nesting birds should be divulged only
the proper conservation authorities.

Stay on roads, trails, and paths where they exist; otherwise keep habitat
disturbance to a minimum.
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Respect the law and the rights of others. =

e

Do not enter private property without the owner’s explicit permission.

Follow all laws, rules, and regulations governing use of read and public areas, both at home and abroad.

Practice common courtesy in contacts with other people. Your exemplary behavior will generate good will with
birders and non-birders alike.

Ensure that feeders, nest structures, and other artificial bird environments area safe.

Keep dispensers, water, and food clean and free of decay or disease. It is important to feed birds continuously
during harsh weather.

Maintain and clean nest structures regularly.

If you are atiracting birds to an area, ensure the birds are not exposed to predation from cats and other domestic
animals, or dangers posed by artificiai hazards.

Group birding, whether organized or impromptu, requires special care.

Each individual in the group, in addition to the obligations spelled out in items #1 and #2, has responsibilities as a
Group Member.

Respect the interests, rights, and skills of fellow birders, as well as those of people participating in other legitimate

outdoor activities. Freely share your knowledge and experience, except where code 1(c) applies. Be especiaily
helpful to beginning birders.

If you witness unethical birding behavior, assess the situation and intervene if you think it prudent. When
interceding, inform the person of the inappropriate action and attempt, within reason, to have it stopped. If the
behavior continuous, document it and notify appropriate individuals or organizations.

Group Leader Responsibilities [amateur and professional trips and tours].

Be an exemplary ethical role model of the group. Teach through work and example.

Keep groups to a size that limits impact on the environment and does not interfere with others using the same area.

Ensure everyone in the group knows of and practices this code.

Learn and inform the group of any special circumstances applicable to the areas being visited (e.g. no tape
recorders allowed).

Acknowledge that professional tour companies bear a special responsibility to place the welfare of birds and th.
benefits of public knowledge ahead of the company’s commercial interests. ldeally, leaders should keep track of
tour sightings, document unusual occurrences, and submit records to appropriate organizations.
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RARE BIRD ALERTS

There are four useful Rare Bird Alert phone numbers for local birders:

-northwest Florida/South Alabama
850-934-6974

Florida Statewide
(561) 340-0079

North Florida/South Georgia
(912) 244-9190

Lower Keys
(305) 294-3438

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED

The Board of Directors has established several
working committees to further the work of the
society. Let any Board Member know of your
interest in helping with committee work or

contact Jim Shelton, 942-5194; birdjm@
sprintmail.com

INTERNET USERS

All members are requested to provide their Internet addresses. The Board of Directors would like to
have the opportunity to remind you of upcoming events and to alert you to issues of environmental
concern. If you want us to provide you with this service, send your email address and telephone
number to Jim Crews, Membership Chair <jim.crews@dca.state.fl.us>

Web addresses of interest:

The National Audubon Society:
hitp://www.audubon.org

The Florida Audubon Society:
http://www.audubon.usf.edu

Population and Habitat Campaign:
hitp://www.earthnet/~popnet

Presents

ALL ABourt BIRDS!
Sunday Aftemoons 3:00 - 5:00pm
with Larry Thompson
September 27 - “Birding Basics™
October 18 - "Common Birds in
Your Backyard™
November 1 - "Arracting Winter
Birds to Your Feeders™
December 13 - "Christmas in the
Bird Shop~
FREE. BRING THE ENTIRE FAMLY.

Tallahassee Nurseries @

2N THOMASVILLE ROAD .. 385-2162 (i ixE 24 fOR DETAILS

Audubon-Population listserv: email:

Majordomo@igc.apc.org (message: Subscribe Audubon-
Population)

Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology:
hitp://birdsource.comell.edu

Florida Eastbirders: http://Eastbirders.listbot.com

A discussion list for the purpose of sharing information
about birding in Florida, with an emphasis on the East
Coast.
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WELCOME NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

Dimitrios Aivaliotis, Carla Arrendale, Anna Bailey, Nellie Mims, Stephanie
Clapp, Rae Collins, John Dozier, Helen Duncan, Peggy Edwards, Rober=
Ervin, Jean Flatt, Catherine Florko, Eleanor Gartner, Howard Hammac..,
Brett Ingram, Penny Isom, Pat Janecek, Joanne Johnston, Robert Kawula,
Walter Lacher, Gregory Lee, Linda Miles, Debbie Moody, Jean Murray,
Mark Owen, AW. Pratt, Mr. & Mrs. Gene Sturchio, Eileen Tullner, Mr. &
Mrs. Russell Collins, Dr. & Mrs. Ron Von Singer and Gaynell Waldo.

COLUMN — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

of binoculars and a field guide, and you're in business. Of coarse if you happen to be one who loves
gadgets there are catalogues full of fancy and expensive equipment.

The birders | have met have always been helpful and friendly. They will go out of their way to help
each other find or learn about that special bird. The free exchange of information is standard practice
among birders. There are many birding organizations that you may join. All of them are composed of
people who love the outdoors and want to preserve the natural world. People like us.

Audubon is the oldest, largest and best-known birding
organization. But Audubon is much more than just a birding ciub.
Birds might be the central theme but the environment as a whole
is our concern. The very history and essence of Audubon is an
example of how stewardship may evolve from intimacy. Let me
explain. Audubon began as an organized protest against the
destruction of our native birds. As the base of knowledge grew it
became apparent that the birds could not be viewed as separate
from their environment. Therefore, the entire environment must be
studied and protected. Today we have evolved into a much more
complex organization. Our programs touch on a wide variety of
topics. We learn about bats, dragonflies, river systems,
butterflies, frogs, etc. and then go out into the field to see these
things firsthand. We develop an awareness of the holistic
character of the natural world. It is that awareness that
engenders our impulse to protect and conserve.

| am thankful for the opportunities that Audubon has created for me to learn about and care for the
natural world. Being thankful implies that we have received something of real value. If that is the
case, then surely we must honor that debt.

Jim Shelton

D esigning Bird and Butterfly
Gardens. Featuring native
plants, perennials and herbs,
and a gift section for nature
lovers.

1661 Centerville Rd.

Tallahassee Fl. (850) 386-8882 8
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