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President’s Column

Two weeks ago | heard the familiar song of the
northern Parula, one of spring’s earliest migrants.
Since then many more migrant sightings have been
posted to the birding chat sites. Various Swallows,
Purple Martins, Ruby-throated Hummingbirds, and
Swallow-tailed Kites have been reporied. The
combination of migration and this glorious weather sure
can cause many local birders to develop flu like
symptoms on workdays. The migration of avian
neotropical species still awes and amazes anyone who
takes the time to contemplate those millions of birds
crossing thousands of miles of land and water to return
to their natal habitat for the purpose of breeding and
nesting. Many will nest within yards of last years nest.
Awesome! The hazards are formidable. Weather,
primarily in the form of spring cold fronts with hardy
headwinds, causes many to perish before landfall.
Cats, cars, towers, tall buildings, windows, predators
and others take a toll. In spite of these odds most
reach their destination.

Partners in Flight is an organization of North, Central
and South American environmental organizations
including Audubon, committed to the conservation of
neotropical migrants. Like Audubon, their tools include
science, education, legislation and habitat preservation.
Each spring local Partners in Flight member groups like
the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Fla. Game and
Freshwater Fish Commission and Audubon, in
cooperation with other sponsors, have held a birding
festival to highlight these extraordinary migrants. The
festival is aptly named Welcome Back Songbirds. Since
last September Apalachee Audubon and the sponsors
have been planning this year's festival. The festival date
is April 17th, beginning 8 am till 4:30 pm. This year the
site has be moved from St. Marks NWR to Wakulla

Continued on Page 6 — Column

UPCOMING EVENTS

April 10, Saturday. Trip: Tall Timbers Research
Station. Todd Engstrom will lead a birding field trip to
observe newly arrived spring migrants as well as resident
species. We will meet at 8:00 am in the east parking lot
of Parisian at the Tallahassee Mall. We will retumn
around 1:00 pm.

April 17, Saturday. Wakulla Springs: Welcome Back
Songbirds. This is an opportunity to celebrate the
mystery of migration at one of the 1989 Songbird
Festivals. Guided birdwalks and boat tours, educational
exhibits, landscaping for wildlife seminars, games, and
presentations are among the many activities being
planned. Bring a lunch, water, field guild and binoculars.
Call 850-487-0516 for additional information.

April 25, Sunday. BirdWalk: This is billed as a spring
migration trip. A visit to St. George Island at this time of
year is sure fo get many warblers and other transguif
migranis. The walk will be led by Jim and Ellen Shelton.
Meet at the First Union bank across from the fairgrounds
on S. Monroe St. at 7:00 am. Bring binoculars, field
guides, clothing appropriate for the weather, and water.
The tour will end about 3:00 pm.

April 27, Tuesday. Program: Red-Cockaded
Woodpeckers, their life history, ecology, and management.
The program will be presented by Chuck Hess, Wildlife
Biologist for the U. S. Forest Service. Chuck has spent
many vyears situdying and managing Red-Cockaded
Woodpecker colonies in the National Forest.

May 1, Saturday. SMWR. BirdWalk. Rail Walk with Jim
Cox. Learn about rails and listen for the elusive black rail.
Call for reservations — 925-6121. Meet at Visitor Center at
4 pm. Bring binoculars.

Continued on Page 8 — Calendar
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Apalachee Audubon Mission Statement JOIN NATIONAL AUDUBON

Protection of the environment through education, Make a Difference by joining the National Audubon Society and the

appreciation, and conservation. Apalachee Chapter. Every new member sirengthens the organization ™
and helps make our voice heard on behalf of wildlife and the
environmant.
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?;g;.rbon Society, PO Box 1237, Tallahasses, Florida 32302- e Visit our remodeled Bird Sho;) &
Bird Window.

2911 Thomasville Rd./ Tallahassee, Florida 32312
(850) 385-2162

The Apalachee Audubon Chapter wants to recognize and thank Buckeye Florida for its generous
contribution in support of publishing this Newsletter.



http://www.go2pdf.com

BIRD TALK

Spring is here and so are the birds. Our winter was fairly mild; consequently, we did not
get as many over-wintering northern birds as usual. The next two months, however,
should bring waves of returning breeding birds. RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS
have arrived (set up your feeders if you haven't already). Also, keep an eye on the
weather as frontal systems often result in "fall outs" of returning migrants.

Locally, several birds of note have been reported recently. Gail Menk and several other
birders saw five PECTORAL SANDPIPERS and one BAIRD'S SANDPIPER on March 16
at the holding pond on Point View Drive (off Perkins Road, west of N. Monroe Street).
Later that same day, Gail Menk also noted a MERLIN at the Crowder Road Landing along
Lake Jackson. On March 19, David Harder observed a WINTER WREN and a YELLOW-
THROATED VIREO at Black Swamp (located across from the FSU Golf Course along
Lake Bradford Road). There were two WINTER WRENS that spent the winter in Black
Swamp. Brad Bergstrom observed two SWALLOW-TAILED KITES flying over U.S. 98
near the Aucilla River on March 20. On March 21, Paul Conover had a SHINY
COWBIRD coming to a birdfeeder at the St. George Island State Park campground. That same day at St. Marks National
Wildlife Refuge, Mich Coker observed a male DICKCISSEL (near the lighthouse), numerous shorebirds, including
BLACK-NECKED STILTS (near Tower Pool), five REDDISH EGRETS (behind the lighthouse), and a SWALLOW-TAILED
KITE (over Mounds Trail). March 21 must have been a good day for birders. Gail Menk reported 5-6 immature BALD
EAGLES at Faulk Drive landing (off N. Monroe Street).

On March 23 the Springhill Road sewage treatment plant ponds hosted a SNOW GOOSE (white phase), BLACK-AND-
WHITE WARBLER, and PRAIRIE WARBLER (male), all seen by Gail Menk. Jack Dozier had a male INDIGO BUNTING
at his feeder on Bald Point on March 24.

A bit further west, over 100 GOLDEN PLOVERS were noted at the Ft. Walton Beach Spray Fields on March 16. Other
GOLDEN PLOVERS were seen at the Navarre Beach Sewage Treatment Plant the same day. Other interesting birds
~seen in Florida recently include: EURASIAN WIGEON (Bradley Junction in Polk County, 3/10), BLACK-CHINNED
' IUMMINGBIRD (visiting a feeder in Gainesville through at least mid-March), and ROSS' GOOSE (Crystal River, 3/12).

A number of interesting birds are being seen around North America: COMMON CRANE (Nebraska, 3/20), KELP GULL
(Maryland, 3/21), SLATY-BACKED GULL (Maryland, 3/8), BLACK-TAILED GULL (Texas & Utah, 3/18 & 3/14
respectively), PINK-FOOTED GOOSE (Pennsylvania, 3/21), COMMON REDSHANK and EURASIAN JACKDAW (both in
Newfoundland on 3/20), SMEW (Minnesota, 3/17), and several
RUFOUS-BACKED ROBINS (Arizona, reporied through at least
mid-March).

For those of you with Internet access, you might want to consider
subscribing to the North Florida birding mail list. This mail list will
let you know of recent local bird sightings by participant
subscribers. To subscribe, go to:

http://nflbirds.listbot.com and follow the directions.

It is also possible to subscribe to the Florida Rare Bird Alert mail
list at: hitp://FLRBA.listbot.com/ and following the directions. In
addition, there is a website for Birdsong Nature Center at:

http: //www freenet.tlh.fl. us/birdsong/index.htm

Finally, | want to put a plug in for Noel Wamer's excellent on-line
birding guide for the Big Bend region of Florida. This site contains
specific bird finding information (including maps) on local
specialties. Check it out at:
hitp://www.users.nac.net/nwamer/quide.htm

" “3o00d birding! — Eric Shaw
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DELISTING OF THE PEREGRINE FALCON

On may 6, 1988, Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt announced that the Administration would make it a priority during the
next few years to propose delisting or downlisting close to two dozen endangered birds, mammals, fish, and plants. O=
August 26, 1998, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) announced in the Federal Register that it planned to delist t},
Peregrine Falcon.

What is delisting? Delisting, or removing species from the Lists of Endangered and
threatened Wildlife and Plants, can occur for one of three reasons: 1) the species has gone
extinct; 2) the species has recovered and no longer requires ESA protection; and 3) the data
on which the species was originally classified was incorrect, and the species never should
have been listed at all. To delist a species, FWS or the National marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) publishes a notice in the Federal Register, and public comment is invited and
included in the final decision, which is made within ane year of the proposal.

The Peregrine Falcon. The Peregrine Falcon is the warld’s fastest bird of prey, but its
speed and agility could not prevent its sharp decline after World War Il when widespread use
of DDT and other organochlorine pesticides decimated its populations. By 1975, the
population had reached an all time low of 324 nesting pairs in North America. According to
FWS, there are currently at least 1,583 Peregrine breeding pairs in the United States and
Canada (1,388 pairs in Alaska, Canada, and tihe Western United States and 205 pairs in the
East and Midwest). The recovery goal for the falcon was 631 pairs. Peregrines are now found nesiing in all states within
their historical range east of the 100" meridian, except for Rhone Island and Arkansas.

Why delist the Peregrine? in its August proposal in the Federal Register, the F\WS maintained that the most recent data
showed improvements in numbers of breeding pairs of Peregrine Falcons and productivity since 1994 and demonstrated
that goals set for numbers and productivity had been met or exceeded. The agency asserted that, “the available
information supports full delisting of the species throughout its range, although some recovery pian areas are experiencing
slower recovery due to fluxes in productivity or residual DDT/DDE impacts. . . . [W]hen viewed on a range-wide or even
region-wide basis, the species clearly is not in danger of extinction throughout a significant portion of its range and
warrants full delisting.” f

FWS maintained that meeting very goal in the recovery plan was not a requirement for delisting. “One of the main
purposes of the recovery plan is to enumerate goals (guidelines) that will help the Service to determine when recovery for
a particular species has been achieved,” FWS wrote in the Federal Register. “The Act does not require that all of the
specific goals for a listed species must be met or exceeded before it can be delisted. ... The American pergrine falcon
has either met, exceeded, or is very close to meeting the recovery goals set for this subspecies throughout its range, and
the specific goals not met are not factors preventing recovery.”

Continued on Page 5 -- Delisting

BIRD WALKS

Chapter sponsored birdwalks are always fun. Good birders lead these, but those who
participate are both neophytes and the more accomplished. So if you want to learn
more about bird identification, species habitat, wintering species and more, join a bird
walk. All are welcome and we all learn more about our feathered friends each time
we participate in a bird walk. The April birdwalk will be at the height of the neotropical
migratory season. This will be a good time to enjoy the colorful warblers and to get
some bird identification practice accomplished. Come and join the bridwalk.

Date Time Meeting Place Trip Leader Area to Bird
: ‘K;ih]"z’s,"éﬁ'ﬁd’éﬁ"'?‘ﬁd"éﬁ""'F'.'réiUﬁiéH't:iéh'k'éi:’raéé'fféiﬁih'é'""";'Jir‘ﬁ‘&'énéﬁ'"""éi"é’éb’r’gié’féfa’h’ci‘f'df'éb‘ﬁh'g """
e P ) B = o= ; fairgrounds on S. Monroe St. . i ;Shelton | :Migrants ;
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DELISTING — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

~=nd continued vigilance to ensure that the bird continued to do well. “Our job does not end with the
-.elisting of the Falcon,” said Dan Beard, Audubon Senior vice President fo Public Policy. "The

Audubon’s position. National Audubon praised the delisting of the Peregrine, but urged caution

Peregrine Falcon has struggled to recover to this paint. We will watch closely to make sure it stays
off the list in the future.” Frank Gill, Audubon's Senior Vice President for Science, drafted a
scientific position paper on the delisting proposal. The paper notes that although some areas of the
country have not reached the number of pairs listed in the Recovery Plan for the Peregrine, many
more pairs have become established in alternative localities not included in that plan, including
urban areas. The paper goes on to recommend that the Peregrine be added to the WatchList after
delisting, and that the FWS monitor Falcon populations for at least ten years after delisting.

Others had reservations. For example, the New Mexico Audubon Council opposed the delisting of
the falcon because it believes that Peregrine population and productivity in New Mexico and the
southwest U.S. do not yet indicate that the species had recovered and is out of danger.

Future of the Falcon? Should the Peregrine Falcon be delisted, it would no longer receive protection under the
Endangered Species Act. The ESA does require the Department of the Interior to work with state wildlife agencies to
monitor the status of the species for a minimum of 5 years. According to FWS, this monitoring will include tracking
populations trends, productivity, contaminant exposure, and eggshell thickness. If it should become evident during this
time that the Peregrine needs the Act’s protection again, the FWS may relist the species.

In the absence of habitat protection under the ESA, there are no other existing federal laws that specifically protect the
habitat of Peregrine Falcons. Nevertheless, because the Peregrine adapted to the city skyscraper environment, preying
on pigeons, and because its population numbers increased while its natural habitat decreased, the Service has concluded
that “habitat modification or destruction has not been a limiting factor in peregrine recovery.”

Various existing laws, however, will provide the Peregrine Falcon with at least some measure of protection. The Migratory

Bird Treaty Act protects all migratory birds, their eggs, and their nests from hunting or other types of harm. Federal

“zlisting of the Peregrine Falcon will also not remove or suspend any other legal protection provide by state law. —Dave
srossman

BIRD ID COURSE

Space is limited in the beginner bird identification course and you should make your reservations as soon as possible.
The course is a "how to” presentation. It presents the mechanics of how to identify birds and instructs the participants in
use of birding equipment, birding ethics and etiquette, proper attire, habitat of specific species of birds, and similar
knowledge that will be of help to beginning birders.

The class will be offered in two class settings and two field trips. Participants are asked to come to class with a field guide
and a pair of binoculars. The participants are to read the introductory and descriptive
pages at the beginning of the guide (the pages that precede the description of the
Loons) and also read and study the page or pages that describe the Loons.

The course will be team taught by Jim and Ellen Shelton. The cost of the course is
$35. All proceeds go to the Chapter treasury.

The course schedule is:

Class (Tuesday) April 20
Class (Thursday) April 22
Field Trip (Saturday) April 24
Field Trip (Saturday) May 8

To register for the course, call the Sheltons at 942-5194.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR RED-COCKADED WOODPECKER STUDY

The St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge is looking for volunteers to assist in monitoring red-cockaded woodpeckers. We
are in the beginning stages of implementing a recovery strategy that will attempt to increase the health and numbers =%
RCW groups on the Refuge - a process that is inextricably linked to reversing the downward trend of the greater Waku..
Ranger District RCW population on adjacent lands in the Southeastern quarter of the Apalachicola National Foresi.
Sounds like a complex problem, doesn't it? In a nutshell, we have 7 active RCW clusters on the Refuge, and
approximately 37 clusters on National Forest lands between the Refuge and Bradwell Bay which appear to be in serious
decline. Your help can be of vital importance to us in monitoring those 37 neglected RCW clusters for signs of recent
activity, and actual RCW counts and color band identification. Based on the data we collect, we will begin using intensive
recovery technigues including translocation of RCW's to augment single-bird clusters, and a variety of artificial cavity
creation techniques. Our needs are great, as are the possibilities for making some significant contributions to improving
the plight of these fascinating birds. If you are interested in spending some quality time in the piney flatwoods of Wakulla
County, we could use your skills for RCW identification, photographic documentation, and morning or evening roost
checks at cluster sites. For more practical and detailed information, please contact St. Marks NWR between 8 am and 4
pm, M-F at 850-925-6121. Ask for biologist technician Michael Keys or volunteer coordinator Shawn Gillette to get the
inside scoop on what you can do.

COLUMN — CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Springs State Park. By now you all should have received the informational brochure and registration form in the mail.
Please take the time to review this brochure and send in you pre-registration. You will notice that this year will offer an
expanded agenda sure to please all. Apalachee Audubon, for its part, will be supplying leaders for both the birdwalks and
the boat cruises, as well as staffing an informational booth. This is yet another way in which Apalachee Audubon is
participating in local environmental education and conservation activities. We all should take pride in our environmental
accomplishments. Please plan to attend, it will be great fun for all! See you there. --Jim Shelton

JUST FOR A LARK

Just for a lark, try matching the definitions on the left with the appropriate bird names on the right. Don't duck this cardinal
quiz. How many correct answers can you Crow about?

1. In golf, two below par on a hole a. Chat

2. Tool for opening hard-shelled fruits b. Crane

3. To lose courage c. Darter

4. Wide-brimmed, shallow-crowned hat d. Eagle

5. To peddle wares by crying them e. Goose

6. Toy to fly in the wind f. Grouse
7. Togrumble g. Hawk

8. To shoot at individuals from hiding h. Kite

9. Capable of moving at great speed i. Nutcracker
10. Hoisting machine j. Oriole

11. In bridge, to trump a trick k. Pigeon
12. Tailor's long-handled pressing iron . Quail

13. To use abusive language m. Rail

14. In show business, unsuccessful production n. Ruff

15. To converse informally 0. Skimmer
16. One who is easily swindled (slang) p. Snipe

17. To devour q. Swallow
18. One who moves suddenly and swiftly r. Swift

19. Baltimore baseball player s. Turkey
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