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President’s Column 

   The morning chorus of song-
birds has reached a high point in 
our Tallahassee yards.  Spring is 
here and migrating songbirds 
are returning to take up house-
keeping.  This is the season of 
the most intense activity for 
birders. 
 
   For April, Marvin Collins, our 
fieldtrip leader, has planned sev-
eral excellent outings to some of 
our favorite bird watching sites.  
And Jim Shelton, our Bird Festi-
val Coordinator, has worked 
with folks from the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Commission, Wa-
kulla Springs State Park, St. 
Marks National Wildlife Refuge 
and other area organizations on 
the Welcome Back Song Birds 
Festival at Wakulla Springs 
State Park on April 27th. 
(See Insert) 
 
   Finally, your chapter’s 2002 
BIRDATHON will be during 
the week of April 20th - 27th.  
See the following article. 
          
   Come join the fun.  Join us at 
one or more of these Audubon 
events this spring. 
Larry 

Program Highlight 
Tuesday, Apr il 28 
  
   Andy Smith of The Apalachicola 
Bay & River Keepers joins us to 
discuss the protection and steward-
ship of the River and Bay.  The 
goal is to protect the river’s tribu-
taries and watershed in order to 
improve and maintain its environ-
mental integrity and to preserve its 
natural, scenic, recreational, and 
commercial fishing charater.   
 
   The Apalachicola River and Bay 
system is an ecological keystone 
to the Florida Panhandle.  Learn 
more about the challenges to this 
major system and the efforts to 
protect it!  It deserves our atten-
tion. 
  
  Programs begin with an informal 
social at 7:00 p.m., followed by 
the program at 7:30.    
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   Audubon chapters, corpora-
tions, and individuals partici-
pate in Birdathons through the 
United States during April and 
May to coincide with the peak 
migration periods in their re-
gions.  From dawn until late in 
the evening, they tally every 
bird species they observe to 
raise money for their favorite 
conservation causes.  Since 
most groups expect to find be-
tween 100 and 200 species, 
they raise thousands of dollars 
for local conservation projects 
from the pledge per species 
they have obtained from their 
supporters.   
 
   Funds raised by the Apala-
chee Audubon Society will be 
used to support our local 
Audubon Adventures Class-
rooms and other environ-
mental education projects.  
Birdathon proceeds also sup-
port our efforts to protect 
birds, other wildlife and their 
habitats.  If you are interested 
in participating in the Bir-
dathon as a counter on one of 
our teams or if you would like 
to pledge your support, please 

contact any one of the board 
members, chapter officers (see 
list inside) or Larry Thompson 
at 681-2591 or by e-mail at 
lthompson@earthlink.org. 
 



Officers 
President: Larry Thompson 681-2591 
lthompson@leaf-envirolaw.org 
Treasurer :  Harvey Goldman 385-5222 
Goldman@hep.fsu.edu 
Secretary:  Jim Crews  567-8795 
jim_crews@hotmail.com 
 
Board M embers 
Marvin Collins 224-9549 
mcollins@nettally.com 
Hans Van Tol 656-4039 
vantol@Magnet.FSU.EDU 
Bill Lowrie 962-4138 
blowrie@mindspring.com 
 
Committee Chairs 
Conservation: Hans van Tol 
Birdathon: Larry Thompson 
Education: Ellen Shelton 
Hospitality: Ed Gartner 386-6543 
M embership: Harvey Goldman 
Newsletter : Val Weeks 671-3931 
vweeks@velocityonline.net 
Publicity: Judy Rice 
Population:  Harvey Goldman 
Field Tr ips:  Marvin Collins 
Programs:  Marvin Collins 
Past President: Jim Shelton 942-5194 
birdjim@peoplepc.com 
Ex-Officio, Sierra L iaison: Grayal Farr 
385-5732 
 
The Apalachee Audubon newsletter is 
published 8 times yearly (Sept. – 
May, except Dec.) by the Apalachee 
Audubon Society, Inc.,  P.O. Box 
1237, Tallahassee, FL 32302-1237. 
 

This newsletter is printed on  
partially recycled paper. 

 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement 
Protection of the environment 

through education, appreciation 
and conservation 
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Make a difference by joining the National Audubon Society and the Apalachee Chapter.  
Every new member strengthens the organization and helps make our voice heard on behalf 
of wildlife and the environment. 
SPECIAL ONE-YEAR INTRODUCTORY RATE is $20.00 
 
NAME 
 
STREET 
 
CITY 
 
STATE                              ZIP 
 
              BILL ME                                         PAYMENT ENCLOSED 
 
Members receive six bi-monthly issues of the award-winning Audubon magazine, eight 
issues per year of the Apalachee newsletter, free membership in the local Audubon Chap-
ter, opportunities to visit most sanctuaries and nature centers, invitations to study with 
Audubon experts at ecology camps and workshops, and eligibility to participate in wide-
ranging Audubon travel.   Local Chapter: Apalachee Audubon, E19  7XCH 
Send to: National Audubon Society 
              PO Box 51001 
(M ake checks payable to National Audubon Society) 
              Boulder , CO  80322-1001 
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Report on our March 16th  visit to the St. Marks Wildlife Refuge 
 
   A group of 12 avid and beginning birders spent the morning tour-
ing the St. Marks Wildlife Refuge "hotspots" from the visitors cen-
ter to the bay.  Highlights included an American Bittern and a pair 
of Great Horned Owl chicks in the old Bald Eagles nest at Head-
quarters Pond.  We also had good looks at Yellow-throated War-
blers, Northern Parulas, Common Yellowthroats, and, of course, the 
ubiquitous Yellow-rumped Warblers as well as a good cross-section 
of the other common to not-so-common birds of the season. 
 
   Our next bird walk will be on Saturday, May 4.  I am planning an 
all day excursion that will probably run from Tallahassee to Apala-
chicola and coastal areas in between.  May 4th is near the end of the 
heavy migratory season and I hope we can see some good birds in-
cluding, with luck, some interesting warblers, tanagers, bobolinks, 
and shorebirds in breeding plumage.  Since this itinerary is more 
complex, please call Marvin Collins at 224-9549 a week or so 
ahead to confirm the schedule and meeting places. 
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   As I continue to dabble with poetry based on 
bird songs, I am submitting the following as of 
possible interest to some birders at large, espe-
cially those who have expressed a concern about 
the apparent dearth of the Brown Thrasher in 
parts of Florida during December/January.  
 
   On 28 Feb. at 0700 Hours I walked the path at 
Robert White Williams Nature Trail (Black 
Swamp II) and soon recorded five singing 
Brown Thrashers after a night-before cold front 
and resultant record-breaking morning tempera-
ture of 18 degrees replete with stark clear sky 
and piercing sunrays, also bone-chilled extremi-
ties on my part, all of which makes for a birding 
scenario I shall long remember. 
 
   I have with time concluded that when I do not 
readily see a Brown Thrasher my best recourse 
is to scrutinize vine-entwined fence rows look-
ing for the species, where there also may be 
Towhees and White-throated Sparrows, all three 
of which I find to be not always viewable during 
winter, but always a likely trilogy in said habitat 
(i.e., at Lake Jackson's Faulk Drive Landing on 
January 4).  My three tallies of Brown Thrashers 

taken approximately at five day intervals during 
11-25 FEB were 1-1-9, and the latter "sudden" in-
crease of eight individuals was via "sudden" hear-
ings of their songs. 
 
   The song itself, Sibley says, is "...of rich, musical 
phrases, each repeated two or three times with 
pause between each set; no other species has such 
closely paired rhythm..."  Did those Georgia school 
children have such singing in mind when they 
elected the Brown Thrasher the state bird?  If so, I 
find it even more fitting that such wiser youngsters 
should exercise such democracy rather than us 
"wisened" adults.  And speaking anthropomorphi-
cally, my repeated readings of a poem by Henry 
van Dyke, "Song of the Brown Thrasher", have 
suggested to me sentiments I would have probably 
never before entertained. Note not only the "paired 
rhythms", but also the anthropomorphically inher-
ent blessings-counting: 
 
                  Luck, luck 
                  What luck? 
                  Good enough for me. 
                  I'm alive, you see. 
                  Sun shining, no repining; 
                  Never borrow, idle sorrow. 
                  Drop it, cover it up. 
                  Hold your cup. 
                  Joy will fill it. 
                  Don't spill it. 
                  Steady, be ready. 
                  Love you, luck. 
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Monthly Meetings, field trips, conservation activities and bird walks 

Audubon Calendar  
Monthly meetings are free and open to the public.  They are held at the Unitarian Universalist Church in 

 Tallahassee, 2810 North Meridian Road.  The evenings begin with an informal social at  7:00 p.m., followed by 
the program at 7:30.  Unless otherwise stated, field trips will depart from the First Union Bank at 3400 S. Monroe 
Street (opposite the Fairgrounds).  Note the time of departure for each trip. For more info check out our web site 

at http://www.apalachee.org/calendar.html. 
 
Tuesday, Apr il 23 - Membership Meeting.  Andy Smith - Apalachicola Bay & River Keepers, 
Inc. 
 
Sunday – Saturday, Apr il 20 – 27 – Apalachee Audubon’s annual Birdathon. 
 
Fr iday - Sunday, Apr il 26 - 28 - Welcome Back Songbirds and the Wakulla Wildlife Festival.  
Wakulla Springs State Park.  See insert for details. 
 
Saturday, May 4 - Bird Walk.  Coastal Panhandle - an all day affair.  Call Marvin Collins at 224-
9549 for details. 
 
Tuesday, May 21 - Membership Meeting.  Gil Nelson - Natural Gardens of the Big Bend:  An 
Introduction to the Plant Communities of the Florida Panhandle. Note change from 4th to 3rd 
Tuesday due to Memorial Day holiday. 
 
 
 
 


