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APALACHEE AUDUBON'’s
2005 BIRDATHON

Birdathon Becomes Sport

Ten teams, including some of Tallahassee’s
best birders, are lining up to claim victory in
the Apalachee Audubon Society’'s 2005 Bir-
dathon on the day of their choice between

Saturday, April 16th and Sunday, April 24th.

The teams will join thousands of others
throughout the country tramping through
fields and forests and scoping ponds and
shorelines to count as many species of birds
as possible in the Audubon Birdathon, the
world's largest competitive birdwatching
event. Prizes will be awarded in a number of
categories to the teams and individuals who
have the best combination of skill, determina-
tion, and ... luck.

This is how our game is played. Team mem-
bers collect pledges from their sponsors for
donations of 10¢ to $1 or more for each bird
species found and identified. Then from
dawn to late in the evening on the appointed
day, they go forth and find them by sight or
sound. Most will find between 100 and 150
species which translates into thousands of
dollars for local conservation projects. Funds
raised by your chapter will support our local
Audubon Adventures Classrooms and other
environmental education projects. Birdathon
proceeds also support our efforts to protect
birds, other wildlife and their habitats.

When asked, please consider making a
pledge to support our programs or get some
pledges and join a team. For more informa-
tion on the Apalachee Chapter Birdathon,
please call Harvey Goldman at 385-35222 or
email him at goldman(@hep.fsu.edu.
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March, 2005

Scientists and our Natural World
Eric Draper, President

As an environmental policy advocate | often find
myself in urgent need of science. It might be
the delineation of a wetland, the habitat of a
protected species or the pollution limits for a
water body. My need for information is usually
urgent and issue oriented.

That is why | have enormous appreciation for
people such as Jim Cox, our March speaker,
who devote their lives to the study and interpre-
tation of the natural world. At the Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission, Jim helped
produce the Breeding Bird Atlas and was pri-
mary author of “Closing the Gaps in Florida’s
Wildlife Habitat Conservation System” and
“Habitat Conservation Needs of Rare and Im-
periled Wildlife in Florida.” (You can find the
later two reports at http://floridaconservation.
org/oes/habitat_sec/pubs.htm.)

Jim has also gone out of his way to share his
knowledge of birds and birding with other peo-
ple. (Continued on next page.)

Program Highlight
Wednesday, March 23rd

Social: 7:00 PM; Program: 7:30 PM
Membership Meeting Wednesday March 23

Jim Cox will present his findings on the Brown-
headed Nuthatch and Bachman's Sparrow from
his studies over the last two years at Tall Tim-
bers. His research emphasizes the effects of
summer burning on habitat and nesting success
plus observations of social structures and inter-
action. This will be an update on his studies and
an excellent introduction for many of us to the
valuable work that is ongoing at Tall Timbers.
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