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Banquet/Picnic 6 - 8 PM Wednesday, May 25
Lake Hall at Maclay State Park - Barbeque and Vegetarian Dinners
$10 Suggested Donation - RSVP fo 222-BIRD
All members are invited to our end of year Banquet/Barbeque Picnic. The event celebrates a-very suc-
cessful year for Apalachee Audubon and recognizes the contributions of o unteers and
leaders. We will also elect the Apalachee Audubon Board for 2005-06.( See related article. ™,
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Apalachee Audubon Celebrates A

Successful Year
Eric Draper: President

When the Audubon family gathers for our end of
year banquet-picnic-barbeque, we will be able to
look back on a fun and successful year of conser-
vation education and other activities. | am proud
that we began the year with a plan and to a great
extent followed the plan.

We made birds a more central feature of our
moenthly programs and had a wonderful series of

‘presentations. We moved our program meetings
'to a more central location and different night and

| started seeing some new people at the meetings.
| We continued to offer local and out of town field

| trips and many people took advantage of those op-

portunities to bird, learn and make friends.

‘We sponsored Audubon Adventures Classroom

Curriculum Kits for more than fifty classrooms. We

helped sponsor and participated in the Wakulla

‘Wildlife Festival. Our members participated in the

Christmas Bird Count and the Great Backyard Bird

' Count We continued to sell our wonderful little
'book, Great Birding Spots of Franklin, Leon and
Wakulla Counties.
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'We engaged in a new level of community conser-

vation efforts. We engaged in actions to support
several of our important birding areas:

e San Luis Park where in partnership with
Americorp volunteers we removed exotic

species and helped preserve the tree cano_py
around the pond.

e FElberata Pond where the City apparently ac-

cepted our view that the pond is important for
birds and not a good site for an active park.

e Lanark Reef where we urged protection through
a gift from the owner — this is still unresolved.

e Wakulla Springs State Park where nitrogen

from city sprayfields and other sources threat-
ens to cloud the water.

e Black Swamp where we worked to keep the
wasteful and unnecessary expansion of SW
Capital Circle from running through this urban
gem.

Finally, we had a successful Birdathon and met our
goal of raising over $6000 by fielding eight teams that
collected pledges for every species they observed.
Wow. What a wonderful end to a wonderful year.

To all of our members, our donors, our volunteers, our
partners, supportive public officials, allied organizations
and especially our board — thank you!

One person deserves special recognition. Bill Lowrie
has been a faithful and good member of the AAS board
for five years. He worked for Audubon of Florida as
chapter coordinator and has been ever reliable about
getting our newsletter out. He is starting his third ca- |
reer with Ochlockonee Bay Realty. Thank you Bill, |
you have been a good friend. !
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