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September Program Highlight

Dr. Jerome A. Jackson
Author of Searching for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
Wednesday, September 28, 7:30 PM (social half-hour 7 PM).
United Church of Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive

On Wednesday, September 28, Dr. Jerome A. Jackson, Professor and Eminent Scholar in Science
at Florida Gulf Coast University, will be the guest speaker. He will talk about his book Searching for
the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, published by the Smithsonian Institution Press in 2004. Come catch
the excitement about this rediscovered, thought-to-be-extinct avian from a well-known expert in en-
dangered species. Jerry has written or edited 19 other books and about 400 articles for scientific
and popular audiences. He also has taught biodiversity concepts to school children.

President’s Message
Eric Draper, President

After a long, hot summer Apalachee Audubon is
back with monthly programs, field trips, and con-
servation and environmental education. It's been
a good year, and we look forward to an even bet-
ter year of sharing our knowledge and apprecia-
tion of birds and nature and making sure that
growth and land management are consistent with
abundant bird life.

Our volunteer board has grown. | also want to
note the passing of our good friends—expert
birder and board member Ray Bieber and long-
time Apalachee Audubon member Roger Atchi-
son (see in memoriam items on page 5). Grayal
Farr left the board to focus on his graduate de-
gree. His leadership in the area of conservation
and his outstanding Birdathon are much appreci-
ated. Karen Wensing has handed off her duties
as membership chair and has been a wonderful
and positive spirit on the board. We are grateful
to have Donna Cay Tharpe as our new newslet-
ter editor. She runs her own editorial services
business (eXtreme editing, 850-222-6554).

Community conservation leadership is very im-
portant. As | look at what gets done in our town
and region, | am reminded that for every positive

attribute, someone took a stand or worked
hard—showing up for public meetings, talking to
people, and often rallying opinion to make a dif-
ference. A great example of spirited commitment
to conservation is the Lake Jackson Ecopassage.

| am amused by how many times my phone rings
or an e-mail message appears asking for help
with stopping some development. The concept
that there are conservation activists is well un-
derstoad, and many people who would like to see
our town stay green and open think Apalachee
Audubon should do something about it. Great
concept! | just wish my phone would ring with
more offers of help.

The call for help has taken place with the discus-
sion of the proposed coal-fired power plant, the
elusive goal of protecting St. Joe’s holdings in the
headwaters of the St. Marks River, and other is-
sues. How, | wonder, do we inspire more people
to participate in these important decisions?

With regard to coal, the proposed plant makes no
sense. Utilities have not even tried to come close
to implementing serious energy-saving conserva-
tion programs that could lessen the need for
another plant. The City of Tallahassee's utility
program is a joke. As a group, both private and
(see page 2)
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