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October Program Highlight

Matt Aresco
Status of the Lake Jackson Ecopassage
Wednesday, October 26, 7:30 PM (social half-hour 7 PM)

United Church in Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive
The Florida Wildlife Federation named Matt 2004 Wildlife Conservationist of the Year. He and his
Lake Jackson Ecopassage Alliance have won recognition from many environmental groups in their
efforts to prepare a passage for turtles and other wildlife across the busy (and deadly) U.S. Highway
27 at Lake Jackson near Tallahassee. After an update on the state of the Ecopassage, Matt will dis-
cuss his current research dealing with the impacts of lake management practices on populations of
turtles, salamanders, and other aquatic reptile and amphibian populations. This will be an exciting op-
portunity to discover important ecological relationships in our "backyard" and relate this to our
community involvement.

Clotheslines and Coal Plants
Eric Draper, President

| embarrass my wife Sheila by hanging my laundry
on a clothesline | string each Saturday between
two crape myriles in my backyard. My neighbors
know that | wear boxers or briefs because they've
seen them all. My daughters are now used to me
washing their towels, so | can make sure that that
part of the week’s laundry escapes our energy-
hungry clothes dryer.

It might have been the gas pump lines from my
college days when | started riding a bike to work
or the curtain of brown air that used to hang over
Tampa that made me energy conscious. In those
days it seemed that most people were buying into
the “smaller is better” view of the world. Then, like
so many other Americans, | started sliding through
the 80s and 90s toward the “use more, it's cheap”
point of view.

As a professional conservationist | am probably a
bit more aware than most of the relationship be-
tween energy consumption and environmental
impacts. | have long understood that the industrial
world in general and the United States in particu-
lar pour climate-changing gases such as CO, into
the atmosphere and that a day of reckoning with

that climate change will come. | worked for pollu-
tion and toxic waste cleanup in the 80s and for
habitat protection in the 90s—important and suc-
cessful efforts. But fundamentally | have long
sensed that changing the carbon load in the at-
mosphere is the real deal.

Several years ago | was asked to take the Heart
of the Earth’s pledge (http://
www.heartoftheearth.org/pledge2.htm) to the Red
Hills Bioregion, including a commitment to reduce
my personal consumption of fossil fuel energy
sources by 30%. So up went the clothesline. Then
came fluorescent lights, energy-efficient windows,
and errands by bicycle. Our hybrid Civic was one
of the first off the production line.

| was making real progress and was hopeful until |
got entangled in the City of Tallahassee Utility De-
partment’'s conservation program, a program that
is based on a minor loan program and replacing
electric appliances with ones that run on city gas.
With considerable effort, | used the program for a
replacement air conditioner.

Here is what | concluded: The City of Tallahassee
does not have a serious energy or water conser-
vation program and has little motivation to provide
these services.

(see President’s message, page 3)
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