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November 2005 Program Highlight
State Revisions of the Threatened and Endangered Species Designations
Dan Sullivan, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
Wednesday, November 16, 7:30 PM (social half-hour at 7 PM)
United Church in Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive

The recent restructuring of requirements for designating threatened and endangered species has
been a point of controversy. Most people share concern about the Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Flor-
ida Scrub-Jay, Eastern Indigo Snake, and the Gopher Tortoise. Recent rules passed by the Commis-

sion provide more rigorous conditions for such designations. For example, since numbers of Red-

cockaded Woodpeckers have increased over the past few years, they are considered to be either
threatened or a species of special concern, not endangered, despite the fact that their numbers are
growing only because of intensive management of habitats and bird populations. Dan has a keen un-
derstanding and knowledge of the new rules and issues and will discuss facts and multiple points of
view. PLEASE NOTE: This program occurs on the third Wednesday of the month, not the usual fourth
Wednesday, because of the Thanksgiving holidays.

Cooperation

Eric Draper, President

| experienced Hurricane Wilma from a hotel room
near Ft. Lauderdale. As | watched the wind break
trees and strip off the hotel's roofing, the awe-
some power of that storm and of nature stunned
me. But what amazed me even more was the re-
sponse | witnessed as | walked the debris-strewn
roads in the following days.

What | witnessed over and over again was incredi-
ble cooperation. And that spirit of cooperation
gave me new hopes and doubts about our ability
to preserve and restore the environment.

Without power, transportation, phone service
(including my cell phone), and e-mail, | experi-
enced the event and the cleanup in a way that al-
lowed me to only guess about the other famous
storms of this year and last. Removed from regu-
lar contact with my family, network of staff and
colleagues, and the public officials whom | influ-
ence for a living, | gained a humble new sense of
my own importance. | was reduced to spending a
lot of time searching for food, water, and light. |
managed to find some charcoal and ice, which
endeared me to a family that fed me for two
nights.

| had endless hours to fill and chose to fill some of

them with pondering the question of what | could
learn from the experience and how | might apply
those lessons to my dream of preserving the
places that make Florida special. | realized that
my biggest obstacle was my belief that most peo-
ple don't care and that developers are only out to
maximize their profits.

What | observed helps support a new belief that |
have been working on for awhile. People can be

incredibly cooperative, and they can be coopera-
tive in the service of protecting the environment.

Here is the evidence:

o Drivers were incredibly cooperative with the
challenging job of getting through intersections
without stoplights.

o When ice-or gas or charcoal would show up at
a store, people pulled out their cell phones to
make sure that their friends and neighbors
knew.

o The family referenced above had no power, a
little food, a little ice, and enough charcoal to
boil a pot of water. They nevertheless invited
people including me to come over for dinner.
By the end of the evening, bags of ice, a pile
of oak limbs, chicken, steak, clams, and wine

showed up. Somehow each person there had
(see President’s message, page 3)
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