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February 2006 Program Highlight

“Wildlife Rehabilitation™
Betsy Knight, Big Bend Wildlife Sanctuary
Wednesday, February 22, 2006, 7:30 PM (social half-hour at 7 PM)
United Church in Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive

Betsy founded the Big Bend Wildlife Sanctuary in 1988 and has been a wildlife rehabilitator for
almost 50 years. She lives and works in Calhoun County and rehabbed her first bird when she
was 10 years old. Since then, Betsy has rehabbed each of the many kinds of animals found in
Florida except the Florida panther. She is the only wildlife rehabilitator in Florida with a permit to
raise and release black bears, which she began doing in 1985. Betsy will talk about her work and

also share some live birds with the audience.

Birding for Fun and Money: How Audubon’s
Annual Birdathon Turned Me Into a Birder
Eric Draper

On a recent trip to the Chassahowitzka National
Wildlife Refuge, | realized that | was the one spot-
ting and calling birds and pulling my binoculars to
my face more frequently than the others on the
trip. How, | wondered on the way home, had |
gone from novice to knowing my way around
feathers, legs, bills, behavior, color, and other
characteristics? When did it become so darned
important to distinguish between a juvenile Little
Blue Heron and a White Morph Reddish Egret?
What had happened to me?

Birding did! Or more specifically, the joy of identi-
fying and making note of birds!

Ironically, it started with Audubon’s annual ritual of
mobilizing volunteers and staff members to raise
funds for the annual budget by getting friends and
family members to pledge to contribute a set
amount of money for each bird species spotted in
a 24-hour Birdathon.

Competitive as | had always been, I'd join groups
of expert birders for my Birdathon and ensure that
my list had more than a couple of dozen obvious
yard birds and raptors. What started as a require-
(see President’s message, p. 3)

Birdathon 2006

Karen Wensing

If you haven't yet signed up to participate in the
Birdathon, please contact Elizabeth Platt at 850-
385-9043 or gjplati@earthlink.net. Let her know
what dates you are available from April 15 to April
30 so you can be assigned to a team. You do not
need to be an expert birder. However, you do
need to be willing to contact friends, associates,
and relatives and ask them to sponsor your team.
You can do this in person or by phone, letter, or e-
mail. We'll provide sample letters if you need help.

Have | mentioned prizes? Last year, prizes were
awarded for the most money raised by a team or
individual, the best team name, and the most birds
seen. Of course, that’'s not why one participates.
The aim is to have a great day birding with like-
minded folks and help raise money for chapter-
sponsored activities such as putting Audubon Ad-
ventures in elementary school classrooms and
supporting local conservation projects.

Speaking of conservation projects, the Apalachee
Audubon Society Board of Directors has several
new ones in mind, and if you have proposals of
your own, let us know. Board e-mail addresses
and phone numbers are listed on page 2.
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