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March 2006 Program Highlight

“Florida and Global Climate Change”

Dr. Ellie Whitney
Wednesday, March 22, 20086, 7:30 PM (social half-hour at 7 PM)
United Church in Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive

Apalachee Audubon is proud to present Ellie Whitney, co-author of Priceless Florida, speaking on global cli-
mate change and Florida. Dr. Whitney will discuss how the changing climate will affect Florida's lands, waters,
native species, and people and what we can do to slow or reverse this trend. Please join us for this topic of
great urgency.

Enjoy Birdwatching This Spring

Eric Draper

This spring | promised myself to spend as much
time as possible observing birds during their
northward migration, usually between March 1
and April 15. I've already noticed increased move-
ment and new species in my yard and nearby
woods. I'll go to the AAS March meeting with
bragging rights. | tried to impress the February
group with my sightings of both Whooping Cranes
and Sandhill Cranes over a 2-day period.

The Whoopers were chicks at Chassahowiizka
National Wildlife Refuge, where scientists are es-
tablishing a new migratory flock. Cranes from pre-
vious years have dispersed throughout Florida
and stand a reasonable chance of reestablishing
annual migration and breeding cycles. | saw the
Sandhills at Nicodemus Slough near Fisheating
Creek just west of Lake Okeechobee where a pro-
posed project aims to clean polluted water enter-
ing the lake. Audubon wants Lake Okeechobee
and its tributaries cleaned up. Crossing a prairie at
dusk, my binoculars showed about 1,000 cranes
settling into a marsh for the evening.

But my Audubon friends were unimpressed; they
had their own birds: four Hummingbird species in
one yard, a Summer Tanager in another! It was
exciting to hear Audubon members list the un-
usual birds they had sighted in the wild or at their
feeders.

The more | look and listen, the more excited | be-
come. Even as | write this ariicle | want to be out

side observing birds moving in the trees and trying to
determine their species. Soon, at the coast, I'll look for
songbirds after their trip across the Gulf of Mexico. |
promise to report here and at our next meeting. | hope
to see you at one of our favorite birding spots.

Birdathon 2006

Karen Wensing

Last call! Teams are planning their itineraries and
gathering their support. If you want to participate but
haven't yet been assigned to a team, let the commit-
tee know. If you are a team leader and haven't re-
ceived your instruction kit, let the committee know. If
you would like to contribute a prize for the partici-
pants, let the committee know. If you have an idea for
a new project you would like the Birdathon to support,
let the committee or President Draper know. But,
please, do it NOW.

All Apalachee Audubon Society members who are not
on teams can expect to be contacted either by phone,
mail, or in person and asked to support the Birdathon.
We hope that you will be as generous as your circum-
stances allow. None of us are professional fundraisers
or ornithologists, but together we can make an impact.

The committee this year includes Harvey Goldman,
Sally Jue, Elizabeth Platt, and Karen Wensing. The
prize patrol includes Elizabeth Vigil and Fran
Rutkovsky. Contact information for all of these folks is
on p. 2.
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