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April 2006 Program Highlight

“Butterflies at Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park”
Dean and Sally Jue
Wednesday, April 26, 20086, 7:30 PM (social half-hour at 7 PM)
United Church in Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive
At the April 26th meeting, Dean and Sally Jue will present a slide show on the butterflies at Elinor Klapp-

Phipps Park, a large northside Tallahassee park known for hiking and bird and butterfly watching. Dean and
Sally are members of the North American Butterfly Association (NABA) and are active in NABA's local Hair-
streak Chapter. They, along with fellow NABA member David Harder, have been working with Phipps Park

managers to develop a brochure and butterfly trail at the park.

The Program Not to Miss

Eric Draper

| am excited to find out that | can observe 75 spe-
cies of butterflies within 2 miles of my home. That
discovery makes me want to jump on my bicycle
and explore the bluffs, ravines, swamps, and lake-
shore of Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park. And it makes
me especially excited about the program Sally and
Dean Jue will offer at Apalachee Audubon’s April
26 meeting. This is a program you do not want to
miss. Why? The presenters and the subject.

Sally Jue has been the terrific Vice President of
AAS for the past 2 years. During her tenure she
has increased our presence and participation in
local projects, most notably the volunteer restora-
tion work at San Luis Mission Park. | see Dean
Jue every month at program meetings where he
sets up and takes down the room. | also have
seen some of his terrific photographs. Dean and
Sally both have degrees in biology. Dean has
worked at the Florida Resources and Environ-
mental Analysis Center at FSU since 1887 and
specializes in projects involving Geographic Infor-
mation Systems. Sally has worked at the Florida
Natural Areas Inventory for 16 years and man-
ages the statewide conservation lands data-
base. They started butterfly watching about 5
years ago and are members of the North Ameri-
can Butterfly Association (NABA) and active in the
local Hairstreak Chapter of NABA.

| can tell Sally and Dean are passionate about
butterflies, because they light up when that is the
subject. They don’t know this, but | have seen

them heading toward Phipps Park—happy empty-
nesters filling their time exploring one of Tallahassee’s
special places and documenting for their own pleas-
ure, and perhaps science, the existence of the Lepi-
doptera of the Red Hills.

Sally and Dean’s program will help us learn what |
had not known. For the past 5 years local butterfly
watchers ("leppers") have been visiting the park and
have recorded more than 75 species, impressive di-
versity for such a small area and representing almost
half of the approximately 160 regularly occurring but-
terfly species found in all of Florida! Phipps Park is
home to at least one unusual butterfly—the Golden
Banded-Skipper—that flies in the spring and late sum-
mer. Rare and elusive over most of its range, this
beautiful creature is easy to observe along certain
trails at Phipps Park. The Hoary Edge, another inter-
esting skipper that is normally difficult to find, is com-
mon at the park. Sally and Dean will discuss many of
the species and the host plants that their caterpillars
eat.

Elinor Klapp-Phipps Park is a 670-acre tract located
just south of Miller Landing Road west of Meridian
Road. The park’s land was protected in part by the
Northwest Florida Water Management District to pro-
tect water quality in Lake Jackson and in part by the
City of Tallahassee for ball and soccer fields. | enjoy
the park’s bicycle trails, and my wife and | hike the
nature trails that wind through the park. Visitors can
see Pileated Woodpeckers in the swamps and Palm
Warblers on the edge of the fields. Ironically, the
park’'s playing fields release huge volumes of storm
(see President’s message, p. 3)
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