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October Program Highlight

Andy Wraithmell: Birding Basics
Wednesday, October 25, 7:30 PM (social half-hour 7PM)
United Church of Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive

On Wednesday, October 25, professional birder Andy Wraithmell will be our guest speaker.

Originally from Liverpool, England, Andy has been watching birds for 29 years and has been a
professional birder for the past nine years. He has worked as a bander at Dungeness Bird Observatory
in England, and. in 2003, was the sea watch counter for New Jersey Audubon Society’s Cape May
Bird Observatory. A published wildlife photographer and travel writer, he has traveled to twelve
different countries where he has seen over 10[)0 species. You won’t want to miss these tips and

techniques from a pro!

President’s Message
Elizabeth Platt, President

Dear AAS Members and Friends,
I am pleased to report that AAS’s mission to
‘grow the chapter’ and reach out to the
community is well under way. Our
conservation committee provides visibility in
informational community forums and helps
shape local energy and environmental policy.
Board members have recently distributed AAS
materials at the annual environmental programs
held at four Leon County senior centers and
sparked interest among those attending. Civic
leaders in Carrabelle and Monticello have
requested assistance to promote birding and
ecotourism. We have begun distributing
brochures with AAS program, field trip, and
contact information in Tallahassee and the
surrounding area. And we will be reaching out
to FAMU, FSU, and at least one public school
to solicit interest among the younger members
of our community.

Another initiative promises to reach an
even wider audience and provide valuable
information to the community — a radio

program enthusiastically supported by the
Board. While living in the Seattle area this
past summer, | frequently heard a two-minute
spot on the local radio station from the Seattle
Audubon chapter called Bird Note, and from it
I learned quite a bit about the local birds,
birding areas, and endangered habitats. For
example, I found out that when male mallards
undergo the summer molt, they look like
females. I had already noted that there seemed
only to be female and baby mallards on storm
water ponds, and that only mothers were
quacking, but failed to observe the bills of the
ducks I saw. You see, if I had known what
Andy Wraithmell is going to talk about at our
next meeting, [ would have looked more
closely.
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