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ivory gull and several species of auklets.
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President’s Message
Elizabeth Platt, President

Dear Fellow AAS Members and Friends,

I hope you are as excited and
appreciative as I am about the high quality of
our two programs so far. In September, Bob
Montanaro’s slide presentation set to music
provided a poignant reminder of the
vulnerability and vagaries of nature and the
impermanence of tranquility. And during our
October meeting, Andy Wraithmell narrated a
very personal account of his life as a birder, a
testimony to those from whom he had learned,
and a new way for us to be better learners
ourselves. Our upcoming meeting on
Wednesday, November 29" promises to be yet
another kind of breathtaking experience, with
Sally and Dean Jue relating their remarkable
adventures birding in Alaska during the
summer of 2006.

As we listen to the Jues’ presentation
and enjoy their beautiful pictures, we must be
mindful of the impact of the oil industry on the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. According to
out National Audubon website, a new area
scheduled to be opened to development soon

November Program
Sally and Dean Jue: Alaskan Adventures
Wednesday, November 29, 7:30 PM (secial half-hour 7PM)
United Church of Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive
On Wednesday, November 29, Sally and Dean Jue will present highlights of last summer’s trip to
Alaska. Their travels took them to Nome on the Seward Peninsula, as well as St. Lawrence Island,
considered one of the last remaining non-submerged pieces of the land bridge that once connected
Asia and North America. In addition to providing insights into the native Eskimo culture, Sally and
Dean’s program will showcase some of the fascinating butterflies and birds of the area, including the

will become an industrialized oil-production
complex. “The coastal plain of the refuge
contains unique bird habitat and is critical to
the survival of the Porcupine caribou herd.
While proponents of opening the Refuge to
drilling argue that only 2000 acres of the
Refuge’s “1002 Area” would be affected, the
industrial oil complex would require a
sprawling matrix of roads, pipelines, drilling
pads, processing plants, gravel mines, and
airports. Oil production will result in pollution.
Spills of oil and other toxic substances occur
wherever drilling takes place. In the North
Slope oil fields in Alaska, several hundred
spills occur every year and, in some cases, the
results can be catastrophic.” See
http://www.protectthearctic.com for more
details.

At the Audubon Assembly of Florida,
October 19-21, Tepresentatives of NAS
presented more information about this issue,
and will be mailing us literature about
proposed plans for the Arctic outside the
Refuge, including tips on what we at the local
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