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President’s Message
Elizabeth Platt, President

Dear Fellow AAS Members and Friends,

I hope you have all enjoyed a good holiday
season and that you have managed to find some
time to enjoy our winter visitors. Those who
participated in the Christmas Bird Count will
have good stories to tell, and Marvin’s upcoming
report will put it all into perspective.

I am pleased to report that a small project
that Marvin Collins, Dawn Saucier, and I
initiated at Pineview Elementary School has been
a great success so far. In cooperation with Sara
Chang, Pineview’s teacher of English to speakers
of other languages, we have already
accomplished two of five activities to promote
interest in birding and the maintenance of birding
habitat among young people and their families.

The first activity consisted of an in-class
introduction to birds through the Audubon
Adventure materials, identification of local birds
through a popular slide presentation by Marvin,
and small-group work discussing the functions of
different bird beaks, feet, and feathers. Dawn
made the children a wonderful chart showing

January Program
Todd Engstrom: On the Road Again in Apalachicola National Forest
Wednesday, January 24th, 7:30 PM (social half-hour 7PM)
United Church of Tallahassee, 1834 Mahan Drive
On Wednesday, January 24th, we welcome our special guests from the Friends of the Apalachicola
National Forest. Todd Engstrom will discuss the effects of road construction on the ecology of the
Apalachicola National Forest. Mr. Engstrom was a staff ornithologist at Tall Timbers Research Station
from 1990 to 2002, where he focused on conservation biology of the red-cockaded woodpecker,
response of vertebrate populations to forest management (especially the use of prescribed fire),
dynamics of animal communities in old-growth, longleaf pine forests, and the effects of
communication towers on migratory birds. More recently, he directed the Greenwood Project for The
Nature Conservancy in Thomasville, Georgia from 2002 to 2005. He is currently working with the
Friends of the Apalachicola National Forest to protect the ecological values of the Forest.

bird pictures and names, and I sent a
concentration game and some flashcards for
identification as well. The three of us thoroughly
enjoyed ourselves, and were most impressed at
some of the children’s sophisticated responses,
despite the fact that they were speaking in their
second language.

Our second activity was a field trip to the
Elberta Crate Pond on Lake Bradford Road, a
twenty-minute walk from Pineview.
Accompanied by parents, FAMU and FSU
student helpers, and Ms. Chang, the children
were ready to put their newly learned
identification skills to work at the pond. Marvin,
Dawn, and I set up telescopes and selected
viewing areas to which the children rotated.
There were plenty of birds to see, including
woodstorks, cormorants, ruddy ducks, laughing
gulls, and starlings. The children had a chance to
try out the new binoculars — sold to AAS by
Wild Birds Unlimited at a generous discount - as
well as the telescopes and higher powered
binoculars. (continued next page)
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