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MAY 23 PROGRAM: ANNUAL BANQUET* & MEMBERSHIP MEETING
6:00 p.m. at Unitarian Universalist Church, 2810 N. Meridian Rd.
Talk: The Carolina Parakeet: America’s Lost Parrot
Presented by Carole Boston Weatherford

The Carolina Parakeet: America’s Lost Parrot
in Art and Memory by Carole Boston Weather-
ford (Avian Publications, 2006) is a cautionary
tale of extinction. Combining natural history,
culture and sentiment, the book assembles
antique illustrations by John James Audubon
and others, photos of scientific specimens,

and the musings of explorers, naturalists, orni-
thologists and contemporary artists.

The author notes that no single factor led to the
bird’s extinction. Rather, hunting, the hat trade,
the pet trade, specimen collecting, honeybee
importation and poultry diseases may have
compounded the effect of habitat loss, ultimately
dooming the species. The last captive Carolina
Parakeet died in 1918, and the last sure sighting in
the wild was in Florida in 1920.

Ms. Weatherford first saw a Carolina Parakeet
specimen at the North Carolina Museum of
Natural Sciences and was captivated by the exotic
bird. Among her fondest childhood memories are
visits with her father to the Victorian-style
birdhouse at the Baltimore Zoo. Weatherford has
written twenty-one books, several of which rescue
subjects or events from obscurity. This promises
to be a fascinating look at Conuropsis
carolinensis, a once-plentiful bird that was
America’s only native parrot. Copies of the book
will be for sale at the meeting, and the author will
be available for book-signing.

*BANQUET DETAILS appear on Page 3.

Carole Boston Weatherford

Born in Baltimore, Carole Boston Weatherford began
writing in first grade, when she dictated a poem to her
mother. Since moving to North Carolina in 1985, she
has written 25 books of poetry, nonfiction, and
children’s literature. As a writer, she mines the past
for family stories, fading traditions and forgotten
heroes. Her subject matter ranges from slavery and
the Jim Crow era to jazz. Her recent books for young
people, Dear Mr. Rosenwald and Moses: When
Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom, have
been cited on numerous best books lists. Her picture
book The Sound That Jazz Makes won the 2001 Carter
G. Woodson award from the National Council for
Social Studies and was an NAACP Image Award
finalist. Her poetry collection, Remember the Bridge:
Poems of a People, and her picture book Freedom on
the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-Ins won the North
Carolina Juvenile Literature Award. She has received
two North Carolina Arts Council fellowships, the
Furious Flower Poetry Prize from James Madison
University, and several honors from the North
Carolina Writer’s Network and North Carolina
Poetry Society. Her poetry for adults is collected
in Stormy Blues, The Tar Baby on the Soapbox,
and the prize-winning volume, The Tan
Chanteuse. An Associate Professor at
Fayetteville State University, Weatherford holds
an M.F.A. in creative writing from University of
North Carolina and an MA in publications design
from the University of Baltimore. She resides in
High Point, NC, and presents literary programs
across the state.
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